
Brandywine Zoo  
Volunteer Program 

Application Form 
 
 

NAME: _________________________________________________    
  (Last)    (First)   (M.I.) 

 

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________ 
 
CITY: _______________________   STATE: _________ ZIP: ____________ 
 
 

HOME PHONE: _____________WORK PHONE: ___________CELL:______________          
      May we call you during business hours?  YES_____ NO_____ 
 
EMAIL: _______________________________  DATE OF BIRTH: ______________ 

   *Required            Month / Day / Year 

 
Are you applying to volunteer to fulfill a service requirement?   Yes_____     No_____ 
If so, please list the school or organization which has required you to do so with their 
contact information.  ___________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Choose 1:   Zoo Crew (ages 13 to 17) _______          

Zoo Education Volunteer (ages 18 & up) _______ 
 
FOR ADULT VOLUNTEERS ONLY, PLEASE INDICATE SKILLS & INTERESTS 
(check all that apply) 

____ Group Tours  ____  Summer Zoo Camp  ____ Family Programs 
____ Special Events  ____ Meeting & Greeting Public ____ Visitor Assistance 
____ Biofact Interpretation ____ Informal Interpretation 
____ Animal Presentations ____ Traveling Zoo Assistance  
____ Other 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Days of the week and the times of the day you are available to volunteer:  
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
Are you willing to attend the next upcoming Volunteer Orientation? (Orientations are 

scheduled based on incoming accepted volunteers.) 

_____ Yes, I am available for Volunteer Orientation and plan to attend.  
_____ No, I am not available for Volunteer Orientation and do not plan to attend.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



PREVIOUS VOLUNTEER SERVICE: 
Agency Name & 

Address 

Job Duties Dates Contact Person Phone 

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION: 

Employer, list most 
current job first 

Job Duties Dates of 
Employment 

Supervisor’s Name Supervisor’s Phone 

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
Have you ever been convicted of a felony or class A misdemeanor?  Yes___  No___ 
 

If yes, please explain: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Do you feel that you have any physical or medical limitations, which may interfere with 
your ability to carry out certain assignments?   Yes______  No______ 
 

If yes, please explain: __________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
EMERGENCY INFORMATION:  
(Please provide the names of people we can contact in an emergency) 
 

 

(Name)      (Relationship)   (Phone Number) 
 
Or, if unable to reach the above person(s), please contact: 
 

 

(Name)      (Relationship)   (Phone Number) 

 

 
 
IMPORTANT:  VOLUNTEER POLICY  
Make sure you read and understand the following: 
 

 Volunteers agree to perform service without compensation and are not considered 
employees of the State of Delaware. The Division of Parks and Recreation and the 
Delaware Zoological Society do not provide Worker’s Compensation or any other 
insurance coverage for volunteers. 
 

 Volunteers agree to adhere to Park rules and procedures.  Furthermore, 
volunteers agree not to attempt work that is beyond their abilities or for which the 
volunteer has not been assigned, trained, or authorized. 



 
 The Division of Parks and Recreation and the Delaware Zoological Society cannot 

guarantee volunteer placement. The Division and Society will, however, make 
every effort to match volunteer applicants to volunteer opportunities based on the 
needs of the Division and Society, and the interests and abilities of the volunteer.  

 
 The Division of Parks and Recreation and the Delaware Zoological Society 

accepts the service of all volunteers with the understanding that such service is at 
the sole discretion of the Division and Society.  Volunteers agree that the Division 
and Society may at any time, for any reason, decide to terminate the volunteer’s 
relationship with the Division and Society. Volunteers may at any time, for any 
reason, decide to sever the volunteer’s relationship with the Division and Society.  
Notice of such a decision should be communicated as soon as possible. 
 
 
 

 
(Signature of Volunteer)      (Date) 

 
 

REQUIRED IF UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE: 
 

Volunteer Name: ____________________________________ __________ 
                      Age of Minor? 
 
I certify that my son/daughter is fully capable of participating as a volunteer without 
compensation, and has my permission to be assigned and participate as a 
volunteer at ________________________________________________ for the 
Division of Parks & Recreation and the Delaware Zoological Society. 
 
Furthermore, I understand the risks involved with being a volunteer in this capacity 
and acknowledge that neither the State of Delaware, nor the Department of 
Natural Resources and Environmental Control, nor the Division of Parks & 
Recreation, nor the Delaware Zoological Society nor any state employee, will 
assume any financial liability for any injury or illness that might occur while my 
son/daughter is performing voluntary service for the Division of Parks and 
Recreation and the Delaware Zoological Society. 

 

______________________________ ___________________  ____________ 

   (Signature of Parent or Guardian)         (Relationship)        (Date) 

 
 
 
 
 
Return completed form to:  Brandywine Zoo Education Department 
                       Attention: Volunteer Program 
     1001 North Park Drive 
     Wilmington, DE  19802 
 
 
The Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control and the Delaware Zoological Society are equal 
opportunity employers.  No person or group shall be excluded from participation, denied any benefits, or subjected to 

discrimination on the basis of race, national origin, or handicap. 



PLEASE HAVE 3 DIFFERENT REFERENCES COMPLETE THIS FORM  
 
 

Brandywine Zoo 
Volunteer Reference Questions 

 
 

Prospective Volunteer Name:________________________ 
 

Reference Name: ____________________________ 
 

Reference Phone Number: _________________________ 
 

Reference Email : ____________________________ 
 

 
Volunteers do a variety of environmental educational programs here at the 
Brandywine Zoo.  The programs include working with the public ages 18 months 
through seniors.   

 
1. How well would you say this person works with children? 

 
 
 
 

2. How well would you say this person works with adults? 
 
 
 
 

3. We work with exotic animals.  Have you ever observed this person working with 
animals? If not, could you comment on their desire to work with animals? 
 
 
 
 

4. Describe this person’s willingness to learn and ability to ask for help when needed. 
 
 
 
 

5. Is this person reliable?   
 
 
 
 

Signature: __________________________________________ 
 

Mail or Email to: 

 
Brandywine Zoo Education Dept. 
ATTN: Volunteer Opportunities  

1001 N. Park Drive 
Wilmington, DE  19802 

DNREC_Zoo_Volunteers_SG@state.de.us  



DIVISION OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION 

 

 As a condition of placement, all persons volunteering within the Division of Parks 
and Recreation in positions that involve the handling of sensitive data, the collection and 
handling of revenues, contact with children or vulnerable populations, use of equipment 
or machinery, or who serve in a supervisory or independent capacity, or engage in the 
discharge or handling of black powder; or otherwise required by Division Staff will be 
subject to a background investigation, including a criminal history check conducted by 
the Division of Parks & Recreation Volunteer Office through the internet service 
Volunteer Select. You will be notified of the search and status of your background 
screening. You have the option of submitting a copy, at your expense, of your 
background check obtainable from the State Bureau of Identification - Delaware State 
Police Headquarters, Dover, DE.  The final status of your position may depend on the 
results of this background investigation.  All information will be kept confidential. 
 
   _____________________  ____________ 
    Signature    Date 
 
   _____________________  ____________ 
     Parent if under 18   Date 
 
 
Volunteer Position  ___________________________ 
 
Park    ___________________________ 
 
Name (Print)   ___________________________ 
 
Address   ___________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip   ___________________________ 
 
Date of Birth  _______/_________/__________ 
     Month Date    Year 
 
License No.   ____________________State_____ 
 
Social Security No. ______-_________-________ 
 
 
 
Staff Only:  
 
___Approved: ___Denied  Date:  ____________  By:___________ 
 
     Sent To:___________  Date________ 
     
 

COMMENTS:_______________________________________________________     
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